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Craft Victoria is a national leader in the craft and design sector, 
promoting a cutting-edge vision of hand-crafted practice in the 21st 
century. Craft was established in Melbourne in 1970 as a membership 
based organisation and has a rich and enviable history of supporting  
contemporary craft and design professionals throughout all stages of 
their careers. 
For 50 years Craft has supported the growth of thousands of makers, 
nurtured hundreds of small creative businesses and challenged the 
boundaries of craft practice. Craft has built a vibrant and sustainable 
contemporary craft and design community by supporting, showcasing 
and celebrating all craft disciplines.
Craft is the only organisation within Victoria which provides curatorial, 
public program and professional development opportunities for craft 
practitioners. Craft’s headquarters in Melbourne has become a hub for 
audiences and makers working across ceramics, furniture, jewellery, 
textiles, fibre and glass to gather, view, discuss and celebrate works by 
many of Australia’s most highly regarded craft practitioners. 
In addition to supporting a high level of craftsmanship, we also seek to 
foster experimentation, risk-taking and conceptual exploration to 
challenge the traditions of craft, encourage growth and cultivate 
cutting-edge craft making that breaks with convention.

.

OUR HISTORY

Indigenous weaving workshop at Balit Narrun - Share the Spirit Festival 2018. Presented by 
Craft Victoria with Cassie Leatham. Photography Sarah Weston.
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MISSION AND GOALS
Craft Victoria brings together a vibrant and sustainable contemporary craft 
and design community by supporting, showcasing and celebrating all craft 
disciplines and practitioners.

Craft Victoria’s core mission is to support and promote professional craft 
makers in their aspiration to build professional and sustainable careers.
We encourage a high standard of craftsmanship and aim to widen the 
interest in craft throughout Australia and abroad, presenting a cutting-edge 
vision of craft making in the 21st century.

Catherine Truman, No Surface Holds (opening event) 2019. 
Photography Thomas Lentini.

WE BELIEVE
• Craft plays a dynamic and vigorous role in Australia’s economic, social 

and cultural life

• Everyone should have the opportunity to make, see and learn about 
craft

• The future of craft lies in fostering connections between craftspeople 
and developing networks both within the arts and within local industry 

• We believe in providing access to discussion and learning opportunities 
for all ages
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CHAIR’S REPORT 2019

Katrina Tyler, Urban vessel 2019
oxidised copper, enamel paint. 
Photo: Shane Northey.

If there’s one thing that the enforced isolation the COVID-19 pandemic has 
taught us is the importance of enjoying our own environment and the objects 
we treasure within.
It’s times like this when we can truly appreciate the delight which our craft-makers 
create. With this in mind I am pleased to report that in 2019 Craft Victoria has 
made significant progress in its mission to support our maker members.
The year 2019 began with significant challenges but also brought out the 
best in our members, staff and supporters in building a strong and effective 
organisation to help craft and design practitioners’ careers to thrive.
A key part of the organisation’s performance has been due to the 
appointment of Bryony Nainby as our Executive Director, and her wonderful 
work since June 2019. Under Bryony, Craft Victoria staff have pulled 
together to make 2019 a year of considerable achievements.  Some of the 
highlights have been:
- Outstanding member exhibitions delivering to all career stages 
- The biennial Victorian Craft Awards
- Outreach programs for career advancement and education
- Regional Victorian exhibition project initiatives 
- A strong financial performance
Growth in retail results providing The staging of Indigenous artist Maree 
Clarke’s first ever survey exhibition on country was a highly significant event 
for Craft Victoria. It was an honour to officially open the exhibition, 
Reimagining Culture: Contemporary Connections to Country held at Mildura 
Arts Centre.  
The Board’s strategic plan has focused on delivering value and impact to our 
members, growing Craft’s stakeholder profile, and ensuring a financially 
sustainable, ethical and relevant organisation.  I am pleased to say this is 
delivering positive results.
During the year we had three retiring Board members, Marita Madden, 
Georgina O’Farrell and Clive Scott. I’d like to thank Marita for her marketing 
expertise, Georgina for her tremendous support on governance and strategic 
advice and the inimitable Clive for his wise counsel, unflagging enthusiasm 
and generous contributions.
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The Board conducted an extensive search in an effort to replenish this talent 
and I believe we have since been successful with the recent appointment of 
three new directors.

A major highlight of the year was the Craft Dinner at the Sofitel Melbourne 
attended by 199 guests who enjoyed an evening of spectacular hospitality, 
revelry, artistic performances and some wonderful maker insights on stage with 
leading ABC radio journalist Ali Moore as Master of Ceremonies. Our generous 
maker members donated many works to the auction system raising substantial 
funds by enticing guests to splurge on stunning works. As well as providing 
great enjoyment for all and building meaningful connections with Craft 
supporters and collectors, the evening raised a magnificent $75,000 towards 
supporting our important work.

To all our Members, creativity through craft is why we exist, so your support is 
everything. Enormous gratitude is expressed to our government funding 
partners, the Australia Council, Creative Victoria and the City of Melbourne, for 
helping us to foster high aesthetic standards, to build a strong creative industry 
and to champion a vibrant cultural centre.

A big thank you to our Supporting Partners, Prancing Horse Estate and Sofitel 
Melbourne on Collins, whose relationships are integral to presenting highly 
crafted events and which have a strong synergy to our core values. And we 
applaud our supporters including Corrs Chambers Westgarth and the Victorian 
Craft Award donors for their ongoing commitments.

The unrivalled dedication, unified commitment and passionate belief in craft 
from my fellow Board members is an inspiration to us all.

On behalf of Craft Victoria, sincere thanks to our members, our hardworking 
staff and all our supporters for the part they play in the organisation’s ongoing 
success.

Although our 50th anniversary celebrations are in part now dampened by the 
restrictions placed on us all by the COVID-19 pandemic, I am heartened by the 
opportunity for self-reflection that such a time can give, knowing that we all now 
have the chance to appreciate even more the benefits that Craft can bring.

Katrina Raymond
May, 2020
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Craft presented a wide-ranging program of exhibitions and events in 2019. 
Over the course of the year, the work of 130 artists was presented across 23 
exhibitions. This included a survey exhibition of the work of Maree Clarke at 
Mildura Art Gallery, and four exhibitions held at the Shepparton Art Museum 
as part of the Craft x SAM Showcase.. 
Craft launched the year with No surface holds, an exhibition of the work of 
internationally renowned contemporary jeweller Catherine Truman. No 
surface holds explored the breadth of Truman's research-based practice, 
bringing together an extraordinary collection of film, images, installation and 
sculpture.  
Craft’s annual Fresh exhibition showcased 11 of the best graduating students 
from across Victoria practicing within craft, design and fine art disciplines. The 
Fresh finalists were selected by a team of professional craft practitioners, 
curators and industry experts. The Fresh awards were supported by Future 
Leaders, the Sofitel Melbourne On Collins, FRANKIE Magazine and e.g. etal.
For NGV Design Week, Craft presented 100 models, an exhibition by BKK 
Architects celebrating new modes of digital thinking and creative processes 
made possible through the arrival of affordable and accessible 3D printing. 
Warped Perspectives was an exhibition of contemporary tapestry and loom 
woven textiles that explored materiality, process and the intersections 
between textiles, painting and sculptural form. The exhibition reflected a wide 
range of cultural influences from traditional practices to urban architecture and 
landscape. Experimental textiles that employed digital technologies were 
presented alongside pieces created using ancient weaving techniques.
See you in the soup presented the most recent collaboration between Isobel 
Knowles, an award-winning artist and animator, and textile artist Cat Rabbit. 
This exhibition  was based on the duo’s film about a duck exploring 
Melbourne’s epicurean landscape. It included the sets, animation puppets, 
storyboards and props used to create the See You in the Soup film, as well as 
short video clips.

EXHIBITIONS

Nora Thamthanakorn, Time Body 2018, earthenware. 
Image courtesy the artist. 6



Craft was privileged to work with curator Julie Ewington on the development 
of Open Door, an exhibition of contemporary door furniture. The exhibition 
explored the everyday experience of opening doors and crossing thresholds 
through contemporary work by artists and makers in a variety of media. 
Included were door handles made of lava from Auckland’s Rangitoto volcano 
by NZ artist Warwick Freeman, contemporary Dvarapala (door guardians) by 
Vipoo Srivilasa and door pulls by Kristel Britcher, inspired by Czech-cut glass 
of the past.
The Victorian Craft Awards celebrate excellence in contemporary craft 
practice by artisans across Victoria. Presenting a cutting-edge vision of craft 
in the 21st century, the 2019 Awards exhibition was an important survey of 
contemporary artistic approaches to ceramics, jewellery, metal, glass, fibre, 
textiles and furniture. Winners of the Victorian Craft Awards were announced 
by the Minister for Creative Industries, Martin Foley, at a prestigious event at 
the Sofitel Melbourne on Collins.
Our end of year exhibition, Artisan Handmade, celebrated the artistic 
practices of contemporary Australian makers. It featured limited edition and 
one of-a-kind pieces by Kate Rohde, James Lemon, Makiko Ryujin, Cassie 
Leatham, William Griffiths and others. 
Craft’s Vitrine Gallery provides an opportunity for our members to showcase 
innovative and experimental works in a constrained space. In 2019 Craft 
presented 10 exhibitions of the work of 19 makers in a series of highly 
engaging small-scale projects.
Maree Clarke: Reimagining Culture - Contemporary Connections to Country 
was presented at the Mildura Arts Centre as part of the Craft Forward touring 
program. Developed in collaboration with Clarke’s extended family, this 
exhibition provided an opportunity for them to reimagine their culture in their 
home country. The exhibition in part explored the cultural practice of creating 
their traditions through research and respect of the land, while drawing 
strength from their ancestors. 
The Craft x SAM Showcase was a 12-month program designed to present 
the work of emerging and established artists working predominantly in 
ceramics. Building on Shepparton Art Museum’s renowned ceramics 
collection, four exhibitions were presented which enabled audiences to 
appreciate the new directions in which younger artists are working.Craft Victoria, Catherine Truman,

No Surface Holds (opening event) 2019. 
Photography Thomas Lentini.
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CRAFT VICTORIA MAIN GALLERY 

Catherine Truman: no surface holds 19 January - 9 March 2019 
Internationally renowned as a contemporary jeweller, no surface holds explored the breadth of Catherine Truman's 
practice, bringing together an extraordinary collection of film, images, installation and sculpture.
BKK Architects: 100 Models 16 March – 20 March 
100 Models celebrated new modes of digital thinking: a creative process made possible through the arrival of 
affordable and accessible 3D printing. 
Fresh! 23 March – 4 May 2019 
Aaron Billings, Aphra Cheesman, Belinda Reid, Jess Lyons, Jessie Balletta, Javier Bermejo, Mali Taylor, Olive Gill-
Hille, Rosie Gunzburg, Sam Seary, Zaiba Khan 
Presented annually since 1993, Fresh! showcases the energy, skill and innovation of some of the best graduating 
students from throughout the State practicing within craft, design and fine art disciplines. The exhibition provides an 
important opportunity for graduates beginning their careers as makers. 
Warped Perspectives 11 May – 6 July 2019 
Meghan Spielman (USA), Jennifer Robertson (ACT), Tim Gresham (VIC), Amanda Ho (VIC), Ana Petidis (VIC), 
Britt Salt (VIC), Sara Lindsay (VIC). 
An exhibition of contemporary tapestry and loom woven textiles that explores materiality, process, and the 
intersections between textiles, painting, and sculptural form.
See You in The Soup 13 July – 17 August 2019 
Soft Stories (Cat Rabbit and Isobel Knowles) 
The See You in the Soup exhibition was based around a short stop-motion film in which a cast of feathered friends 
share an urban food adventure exploring the Melbourne epicurean landscape. The animation puppets, storyboards 
and props used to create the film were included as part of the exhibition. See You in the Soup was supported by 
the City of Melbourne Arts Grants Program
Open Door: Contemporary Makers And Designers 24 August – 5 October 
Lionel Bawden, Kristel Britcher, Mark Edgoose, Warwick Freeman, Gillian Garvie, Tallara Gray, Cassie Leatham, 
Beverley Meldrum, Rowsaan, N’dene Riley, Rebecca Robinson, Vipoo Srivilasa, Lisa Waup, and Dominic White   
Curated by Julie Ewington
Open Door considered how contemporary makers think about arrival and welcoming, and included contemporary 
door-furniture by artists and makers in a variety of media. Open Door formed part of Radiant Pavilion 

EXHIBITIONS

Image: Jess Lyons, Past, Present and the Before (detail) 2018, stoneware, glaze. Dimensions variable. 
Photography Andrew Barcham 8



VITRINE GALLERY
Pie Bolton: Situation Gravitas 29 January – 2 March 2019 
situation gravitas considered gravity and the force of attraction between objects. 
Through the repetitive act of dropping moist clay from a height, Bolton experimented 
with ‘release, velocity and impact’ to build forms that interrogated ideas of geological 
change.
Christina Darras: I do not belong 5 March – 6 April 2019 
Christina Darras’s exhibition explored personal experiences of migration, identity and 
the sense of belonging.
Robyn Phelan: Conversations with a Landscape        9 April – 18 May 2019
Conversations with a landscape presented an investigation into our relationship with 
the Australian landscape. Using the pliant material of clay to capture a tangible sense 
of place, the works were all made on site in the Victorian highlands.
Anna Fiedler: Crease Resistant 21 May – 22 June 2019 
Crease Resistant presented loosely woven forms made with crimplene thread, a 
synthetic fabric that was discontinued in the 1970s. Thin and fragile, the weavings are 
vacuum sealed in bags which emphasises each thread and highlights the movement 
and gesture that went into making them.
Nora Thamthanakorn: Time Body 25 June – 27 July 2019 
Time Body is a series of sculptural ceramic work exploring the notion of 
impermanence. Inviting reflection on the momentary nature of existence, each vessel 
is an expression of perishable conditions and transformation.
Jess Lyons: Reverent Extrusions 30 July – 31 August 2019 
Reverent Extrusions re-contextualised the Vitrine Gallery as a museum display 
cabinet, presenting a collection of cylindrical ceramic sculptural objects. These 'core 
samples' acted as metaphoric narratives of ecology and the autobiographical, and 
included motifs of geological excavation, absorption and states of flux.
Reverent Extrusions was part of the 2019 Craft Cubed Window Walk, funded by the 
City of Melbourne. 

Victorian Craft Awards 2019 (see page 11 for details) 19 October – 30 November 2019
2019 Finalists: Adam Markowitz, Alan Constable,  Alex Lesniowski, Alterfact , Anna Davern, Anton Gerner, Aphra Cheesman, Belinda Newick, Bronwyn Hack, Cassie Leatham, 
Christine Rogers, Christopher Plumridge, David Ray, Dawn Tang, Fiona Fitzgerald, Garry Bish, Hannah Gartside, Inari Kiuru, Jan Vogelpoel, Jane Reilly, Jane Sawyer, Jo Hawley, 
Joungmee Do, Kait James, Kate Brouwer, Katheryn Leopoldseder, Katie Collins, Katrina Tyler, Lindy McSwan, Lisa Waup, Magdalena Dmowska, Maree Clarke, Mark Edgoose, 
Maureen Williams, Mehrnoosh Ganji, Michaela Pegum, Michelle Stewart, Mika Chiba and Carl Sturtz, Mu Naw Poe, Nicholas Bastin, Rosie Gunzburg, Ross Thompson, Ruben 
Gray, Sally Kent, Sam Mertens, Shuklay Tahpo, Timothy Gresham, Vanessa Lucas, Vicki Mason, Yi Jen Chu, Yoko Ozawa 

VITRINE GALLERY
Flourish 3 September – 5 October 2019 
Adrienn Pesti, Ailsa Morrant, Astrid Jaroslawsky, Caitlin Hegney, Rachel Hardie, 
Michelle Stewart 
Six emerging artists spent a year working alongside one another in Glasgow’s School 
of Art Artist in Residence program. Bringing their ownexperiences and perspectives, 
each artist interpreted this historic site which echoes the ingenuity and innovation of 
the Scots.  Part of Radiant Pavilion 
Stephanie Hicks: Small Gatherings 8 October – 9 November 2019
Created during a residency at Craft these collage ‘samplers’ were based on images 
sourced from Craft’s library with the intention of application to fabric. The project was 
guided by Hicks’s desire to extend her creative practice into textile design and the 
exploration of materiality and assemblage.
Elysha Rei: Nanakorobi Yaoki (Fall Down Seven Times, Get Up Eight)

12 November – 14 December 2019 
Nanakorobi featured hand cut paper installations inspired by the patterns found in 
Rei's Samurai ancestor's armour, which took on additional meaning when she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2017, becoming a warrior herself. 
Seashape 17 December 2019 - 18 January 2020
Penny Jagiello, Claire Brooks, Laura Eyles, Bridget Kennedy and Sarah Heyward 
The ocean is littered with great floating islands of plastic, swirling gyres of discarded 
waste brought together by ocean currents. Reflecting upon on our relationship with 
the sea and our Pacific neighbours, Seashape invited contemporary jewellery artists 
to make works using marine debris and discarded plastics..

MEMBERS’ SHOWCASE GALLERY 
Vicki Mason and Alice Whish: Bundanon 22 August – 22 September 2019
New jewellery resulting from the artists’ joint residency in Bundanon, NSW in 2018. 
Embedded in the works are ideas that interrogate how plants have the capacity to 
connect us to place.
Bundanon formed part of Radiant Pavilion. 9





Established by Craft Victoria in 2015, the Victorian Craft Awards present and celebrate 
excellence in contemporary craft practice. The Awards are open to craftspeople across 
the state of Victoria and are an important survey of contemporary artistic approaches 
across a range of media. 2019 marked the third iteration of this biennial event which 
celebrates the diversity of Victorian craft practice and highlights the cultural and personal 
value of handmade crafted objects.

VICTORIAN CRAFT AWARD WINNERS
Katheryn Leopoldseder & Belinda Newick
Joint winners of the Lynne Kosky Award for Contemporary Jewellery | $10,000
Honouring the legacy of Victorian Government Minister and longstanding patron and 
advocate of the arts, Lynne Kosky. Supported by the Victorian Government through 
Creative Victoria.
David Ray
Winner of the Excellence Award | $5,000
Recognising the highest achievement in creativity, innovation and design across media.
Supported by the Bowness Family Foundation.
Anton Gerner
Winner of the Jardan Furniture and Timber Award | $4,000 
Celebrating inspirational design and craftsmanship in timber
Supported by Jardan
Mehrnoosh Ganji
Winner of the Jewellery Encouragement Award | $2,500
Supported by the Williamson and Kosky families.
Kait James
Winner of the Emerging Artist Award | $1,200 
Supported by Moloney Architects.
Lisa Waup
Winner of the Encouragement Award | $500 
Supported by The Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Society. (Yarra)

VICTORIAN CRAFT AWARDS 2019
19 OCTOBER – 30 NOVEMBER 2019

11Maureen Williams, Obscured Landscape 17, 2019, glass, oxide, paint. Image courtesy the artist.



MILDURA ART GALLERY 
MAREE CLARKE: REIMAGINING CULTURE: CONTEMPORARY CONNECTIONS TO COUNTRY
9 MARCH – 12 MAY 2019

Presented in association with Mildura Art Centre as part of Craft Victoria’s Craft Forward series, Reimagining 
Culture - Contemporary Connections to Country was a survey of new and existing works 
by Mutti Mutti, Boonwurrung, Yorta Yorta woman and multi-disciplinary artist Maree Clarke. New works were 
made in collaboration between Clarke and her nieces and nephews that responded to the past, present and 
future. The exhibition included:

- Photographs from Clarke’s Ritual and Ceremony series (on loan from the NGV), which responded to an 
earlier series on the everyday lives of her family and Aboriginal people in Victoria. These were presented 
as a new digital work. 
- A new work in Clarke’s series of lenticular photographs, depicting the land where she lived with her 
family as a child. This piece was acquired by the National Gallery of Victoria.
- A new multimedia installation which explored traditional mourning practices. With the permission of the 
Elders, Clarke worked with 38 Aboriginal women and 45 Aboriginal men to explore traditional mourning 
processes including the making of Kopi caps (clay caps during mourning), body adornment and 
scarification.This work was subsequently included in the Linear exhibition held at the Museum of Applied 
Arts and Sciences, Sydney.
- A new possum skin cloak, and a new kangaroo tooth necklace, the making of which allowed the passing on 
of culture, skills, and knowledge of Clarke’s community to the next generation. 
- Clarke’s nieces and nephews performed a dance at the exhibition opening, representing 
intergenerational knowledge exchange and the transmission of cultural practices within a contemporary 
framework.

‘ I think it’s absolutely fantastic that Craft Victoria and Mildura Regional Art Gallery have 
come together for this collaboration of bringing a senior Victorian Aboriginal artist back to 
her home country to exhibit and share the love with local community and family. For me 
a fact that they work in collaboration with regional galleries and giving local artists an 
opportunity to show back in their home towns, I think is just brilliant.’

— Artist Maree Clarke

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
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REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPSSAM and Craft Showcase, Kerryn Levy, New 
Growth (Entwined Pair, Vessels #19.76A and 

B), 2019, Stoneware, Charcoal black glaze, 
43x23x23cm. Image courtesy the artist
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Tracy Muirhead: Black is Black  19 FEB – 8 MAY 2019 
This body of work Black is Black explores Tracy Muirhead’s fascination with black. Her 
experiments with white clay stoneware are transformed into bold, strong and powerful 
pieces through black glazes, gloss finishes, and exhibited alongside more raw pieces made 
from black clay.

Earth Bound, In Flight: Ceramic Artists of Baluk Arts 9 MAY – 7 AUG 2019
Lisa Waup, Cassie Leatham, Beverley Meldrum, Tallara Gray, Robert Kelly, Patsy Smith, 
Yvonne Luke, Lynnette Pitt, Robert Austin Djeranarlumn, Nick Kupetsky, Daniel Kelly, 
Sharee Harper, Mai Katona.
earth bound, in flight is a record of making at Baluk Arts, punctuating the importance of 
collaboration and shared understanding of culture and community.

Kerryn Levy: Regeneration 8 NOV 2019 – 5 FEB 
2020
Using a variety of hand-building techniques Kerryn Levy makes sculptural vessels 
reminiscent of human, animal and botanical bodies that nestle and dance with one another 
when paired or grouped, their surfaces designed to reflect the colours and textures of the 
Australian natural landscape.
During a trip to Central Australia, Levy took a particular interest in the regeneration of 
certain plant species following a controlled burn, and the striking contrast of colours that 
occur as a result. For this new body of work, Kerryn has taken the opportunity to explore 
larger, more complex forms, constructing pairs of entwined figures that twist, turn and grow 
through and around each other. Sinuous, brightly coloured forms and trails of gold 
represent new growth amongst the dark charcoal forms.

Zhu Ohmu: Way to Your Heart 14 AUG – 6 NOV 2019
Through this new body of work, Zhu Ohmu expanded her ceramic practice by introducing 
a stronger voice of environmental advocacy. Ohmu’s coiled pieces investigate the 
resurgence of the handmade and the ethics of slowness in an age of mass production. 
Through this exhibition she explored the entangled relationship between human and non-
human ecologies in the current geological age.

.

The Craft x SAM Showcase presented a program of exhibitions 
curated in partnership with Shepparton Art Museum.





MEMBERSHIP
Craft has built a vibrant and sustainable contemporary craft and 
design community by supporting, showcasing and celebrating 
all craft disciplines. In 2019 our membership grew across 
almost all categories with the largest increase of 47 percent in 
the Maker plus Insurance category. This reflected a growth in 
professional craft practitioners working in Victoria.

Craft Victoria’s Members’ Vitrine gallery space and festival 
programs provided opportunities for members to be part of our 
curatorial and event programming through open application. 

Our advice clinics, workshops and seminars provided 
professional development and support for members to develop 
their practice. These were attended both by makers in the first 
few years of practice as well as some who have been making 
for over 40 years. 

Mehrnoosh Ganji,
Prospect Palace 2018, 
sterling and fine silver, 
18 carat yellow and 
white gold, citrines, 
garnets, emerald, 
plique-a-jour enamel. 
Images by Mark 
Newbound
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MEMBER SHOWCASE 

Terunobu Hirata, White Crackle Vase
Photography Sarah Weston 16

Craft Victoria’s Member Showcase represents the work of over 200 contemporary 
craftspeople and artists working across Australia, presenting high quality 
Australian craft and design to local, national and international audiences and 
collectors. In 2019, the Member Showcase generated over $315,000 in income 
for Craft’s maker members.
A core tenet of the program is the ongoing guidance and development 
opportunities provided through mentoring sessions, programming and events. 
Craft also connects its makers with an ever-growing network of galleries, 
restaurants, architects, designers and private clients as part of its business 
development program. Craft worked with LendLease to commission a series of 
handcrafted glass platters by Lisa Cahill for gifts for the new owners of the One 
Sydney Harbour apartments designed by Renzo Piano.
Craft’s Member Showcase gallery provides opportunities for leading makers to 
develop new bodies of work, explore professional practice, and present the 
conceptual and social relevance of their craft. Craft’s Member Showcase 
exhibitions in 2019 included Alice Whish and Vicki Mason’s Bundanon, part of 
Radiant Pavilion, Melbourne’s contemporary jewellery and object biennial.
In May, Craft was invited to participate in the NGV Women’s Association’s Art of 
Dining: Best of the Best 2019. Along with 43 of Australia’s leading artists, interior 
designers, couturiers, florists and stylists, Craft designed and curated a table 
display in the NGV Great Hall featuring works by Janet Beckhouse, Makiko 
Ryujin, Christopher Plumridge, Vanessa Lucas, Andrei Davidoff, Mr Draper, Ryan 
Foote, Tara Shackell, William Eicholtz and Katherine Mahoney.
In continuing to develop our growth program for emerging makers, Craft 
facilitated five Victorian makers to exhibit in Denfair’s Front Centre project for the 
second time, with Melbourne artist Makiko Ryujin winning the top award. This is 
the second year in a row where an artist represented by Craft has taken the first 
prize place, following Nancy Ji in 2018.
In December we presented Artisan Handmade, a Member Showcase exhibition 
featuring new and existing works by artists Kate Rohde, James Lemon, Makiko 
Ryujin, William Llewellyn Griffiths, Cassie Leatham, Waup/Verner and Yoko 
Ozawa. To increase engagement between the makers in Artisan Handmade and 
audiences, Craft hosted two Meet the Maker soirées. 



Melinda Young, Shadow Land Series, 
Photography Sarah Weston



MEMBER SHOWCASE 
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Bundanon Collection, Alice Wish.  
Photography by Grey Piper
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Craft’s public programs expand members’ professional development and create a forum 
for thinking about the practical and conceptual challenges of contemporary craft in 
Australia. Our exhibition talks, seminars and workshops highlight meaning in making as 
well as examining craft’s social and political impact in the contemporary world. Our 
outreach programs forge connections within the broader craft community and celebrate 
craft in an open access way.
2019’s program provided development and networking opportunities both locally and 
regionally. Our Advice Clinics included professional information on business planning, 
online selling, branding, packaging and writing an artist biography, among others. Our 
annual Law Week seminar provided valuable information on copyright for craft makers. 
Exhibitions were enhanced by talks providing in-depth insights into the work of many 
makers, their skills and conceptual approaches.
Studio tours and workshops such as the Indigenous weaving sessions held as part of the 
Balit Narrun: Share the Spirit Festival, catered to the breadth of Craft’s community. 
A particular highlight was the workshop with jewellers Vicki Mason and Alice Whish, and 
First Nations artist and bushtukka woman Cassie Leatham to discuss the significance and 
value of Indigenous botanical knowledge. The workshop included a tasting menu of 
traditional bush foods and provided information about native plants that have been used 
for thousands of years.
In 2019 Craft continued its successful outreach program, taking professional development 
seminars to regional and outer suburban areas. 
Our market program, Craft Hatch, continued to provide valuable professional mentoring for 
emerging and mid-career makers. Four markets were held across the year, promoting the 
work of 95 makers to over hundreds of eager customers. Market participants engaged in 
round table conversations, social media forums, peer mentoring and received 
comprehensive ‘market ready’ information.   

19

Bundanon: Language and Nature 
workshop and Bush foods 
tasting 2019. Photography 

Sarah Weston



PROGRAMMMING IN 2019
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ADVICE CLINICS
5 February : Your Annual Timeline
5 March : Business Planning for Makers
9 April : Object Review Panel
7 May : Branding and Packaging.
11 June : Wholesale
16 July : Selling Online Checkup
13 August : Instagram Check Up.
17 September : C. V's and Bios
17 October : Instagram Advice Workshop
19 November : Do it Yourself Promo

SEMINARS, FORUMS AND WORKSHOPS
16-17 January, Artist Bio: Workshop
26 January, Share the Spirit: Workshop
13 February, Artist Bio: Workshop
14 March, Market Ready: Seminar
21 March, Artist Website Building: Workshop
16 May, Copyright your Craft: Seminar
18 May, Headshot and Product Photography
20 July, Felt Food: Workshop
9 and 10 August, Christina Darras 
16 August, Craft and Design as a Career: 
Conference
2 and 23 August, Reel to Reel Film Festival
30 August, Sustainable Fashion Market
17 October, Instagram Mini Workshop
5 + 12 December, Artisan Handmade Soirée
7 December Craft Makers Market

CRAFT OUTREACH 
6 February, Creative Business Planning, Bunjil
Place
20 March, Artist Bio Workshop, Bunjil Place
17 April, Selling Online Workshop, Bunjil Place
6 May Marketing your DIY Event, Workshop, 
Bunjil Place.
29 May, Gallery Talk, Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery 
6 September, Selling Yourself, Mt Eliza 
Community Hall
18 September, Wellness for Makers, Bunjil
Place.
23 October, Do It Yourself Website, Bunjil
Place.
13 November Market Ready Workshop, Bunjil
Place.
2 December Maker Careers Workshop, 
Mornington Peninsula.

CRAFT HATCH 
3 April - Craft Hatch Round Table Info Session.
13 April - Craft Hatch Market 
8 June - Craft Hatch Market.
2 May - Craft Hatch Round Table Info Session.
8 June - Craft Hatch Market

EXHIBITION TALKS 
2 February, Catherine Truman Floor Talk
22 March, Design Week Talk Simon Knott
18 April, Artist Talk, Fresh Artist Event
13 July, East Enders, School Visit
13 July, RMIT Textiles, School Visit
3 August, Artist Talk, See You in The Soup 
8 August, Artist Talk, Window Walks Tour 
10 August, Artist talk/studio visit, See you in the 
Soup
31 August, Bush Foods with Cassie Leatham
12 + 17 September, Open Door Artists 
Conversations



The Craft Cubed Festival presents creative, experimental, and ideas-based 
projects throughout Victoria. In August 2019, Craft Victoria successfully 
delivered our tenth festival – including over 100 events embracing over 700 
makers across different art forms and career stages.

Craft’s annual celebration of the handmade represents the largest coming 
together of craft and design communities in Australia and presented events, 
exhibitions and happenings from across the spectrum of makers. 

Craft Cubed’s 2019 theme of Crafting Culture invited our community to think 
about the ways in which the act of making connects and forges our cultural 
lives, be it across generations, across time, across geography. The Festival 
again incorporated both traditional and experimental interpretations of what 
it means to be involved in craft. 

Within Melbourne, Craft developed events that focused on sustainable, 
ethical, and low carbon footprint methodologies, and presented a festival 
with an open and accessible format in alignment with the values of our 
major partner, the City of Melbourne. 

Key CBD events led by Craft included our expanded Window Walk Project, 
our Artist in Residence Christina Darras, the Craft and Design as a Career 
symposium at RMIT City Campus, and three outstanding exhibitions: See 
you in the Soup, Open Door and Bundanon. As part of Craft Cubed 3000 
people visited Craft’s in-house series of events and exhibitions.

New events in 2019 included the Craft Sustainable Fashion Market at 
Goldsbrough Village featuring 14 makers working on the edges of fashion 
and textiles. We also presented the Real to Reel craft film festival, a medley 
of 33 short films exploring the relationship between making and materials 
from around the world. 

CRAFT CUBED FESTIVAL
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Craft Cubed 2019 featured 731 artists 
across a total of 223 events, comprised 
of 35 exhibitions, 23 workshops and 20 
other projects including markets, talks 
and open studios. The festival was 
attended by tens of thousands of visitors. 



CRAFT CUBED FESTIVAL

CRAFT & DESIGN AS A CAREER
Craft Cubed’s one day symposium explored the 
journey of nine creatives as they discussed their 
philosophies and perspectives on what it means 
to practice in today's craft and design 
community.

Speakers: Ana Petidis, Annette Wagner, Anthea 
Riskas, Gerry Wedd, Honor Freeman, Ilka 
White, Maree Clarke, Maryanne Moodie and 
Zaiba Khan.

THE WINDOW WALK PROJECT
Spread across 23 locations and featuring more 
than 90 artists, this year’s Window Walk 
presented an exciting range of installations in non-
traditional gallery spaces, celebrating the hidden 
gems of Melbourne and its craftspeople. 

Craft Cubed events such as the Window Walk project, Sustainable Fashion Market and our annual 
symposium, Craft and Design as a Career, provided significant opportunities for makers to share their 
practice with peers and the public alike. 

Sam Seary at Toast Workroom as part of Craft’s Window Walk 
Project, Craft Cubed 2019. Image courtesy of Sam Seary.
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SUSTAINABLE FASHION MARKET
Featuring 14 makers working on the edges of 
fashion and textiles with sustainable principles 
at their heart. Makers showcased their work 
but also engaged in conversations about what 
it means to work in an ethical and 
environmentally-aware manner. 

Fashion design by Tamara Leacock / REMUSE. 
Photography Laura Du Ve. Model Pookie Acol Agaar Apollo





41,117 visitors 
attended our gallery, events and festivals.

305 workshops, talks and events
held throughout the year.

2019 AT A GLANCE

55 exhibitions 
held in our main gallery space, touring and window programs, 
retail and vitrine spaces.

617 artists
showcased through Craft’s public programs, festivals, exhibitions 
and membership events.

Anna Varendorff, ACV studio. Brass and silver 
solder vase. Image courtesy of the maker 24



Craft helped create:
over 800 posts, interviews, videos, catalogues and essays about 
contemporary Australian craft and makers

2019 AT A GLANCE

Craft TV showcases interviews, short documentaries and films
about craft makers, artists and Craft Victoria Members

Craft’s Maker Interviews are an important 
part of showcasing our membership base 
and providing education and connective 
resources to craftspeople and the general 
public alike.

Craft has a highly engaged, connected 
social community with 70% of our 
audience active every day 

Craft’s Instagram has over 53,800 
followers, with content focused on 
promoting and celebrating 
contemporary craft and makers. 
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As well as engaging with our community in public programs, exhibitions 
and events, Craft continues to nurture and grow our community online

53.8K
Instagram audience
3.4% growth

16.6K
Facebook audience
1.4% growth

12.2K
Subscribers
28% growth
2,667 new community 
members subscribed to 
updates on Craft’s 
exhibitions, evens and 
news

237 new Facebook 
followers

1,800 new 
Instagram followers

133.2K
Total Facebook reach
with an average post 
reach of 783

5.1K
Facebook 
comments 
& reactions

1.6M
Total Instagram reach
with an average 
post reach of 4,951

142.6K
Visitors to Craft’s 
website
142,632 visits to Craft’s 
online content

284.3K
Page views to 
Craft’s website

284,371 pages of online 
content viewed

Instagram likes and comments received 
by the craft community on Instagram
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Online Engagement

53.5K



DIRECTORS’ REPORT
DIRECTORS’ DETAILS
The following people were directors of the Crafts Council of Victoria Limited
during the year ending 31 December 2019.
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PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES
The principal activity of the company during the financial year ending 31 
December 2019 was to support and celebrate the public profile of 
contemporary craft and design in Victoria.

OPERATING RESULTS
The company recorded a surplus of $109,044 for the financial year. 

DIVIDENDS
The company is prohibited by its Constitution from the payment of dividends.

DIRECTORS
The names of the directors who held office during the during the year ending 
31 December 2019 were: Katrina Raymond, Sim Luttin, Georgina O’Farrell, 
Abby Seymour, Lyn McColl, Clive Scott and Matthew Lucas

REVIEW OF OPERATIONS
Funds generated in 2019 were spent on exhibiting contemporary craft and 
promoting craft practice through events, exhibitions, publications and online 
services for members the general public. The company continued to receive 
federal, state and local government grants for its core operations, reporting on 
KPIs through its high level acquittal requirements and also earned significant 
levels of income from retail and exhibition sales. Project funding from state 
and local government and corporate sponsors, also enabled special projects 
to take place.
The company is a public company limited by guarantee.

Board Member Appointment Eligible Meetings to 
Attend

Meetings Attended

Katrina Raymond Appointed February 2017 11 11

Sim Luttin Appointed May 2018 11 11

Georgina O’Farrell Appointed January 2018 11 8

Abby Seymour Appointed May 2018 11 9

Lyn McColl Appointed July 2018 11 11

Clive Scott Appointed February 2014 11 9

Matthew Lucas Appointed May 2018 11 9

Marita Madden Appointed April 2017 1 0

AUDITOR'S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION

A copy of the auditor's independence declaration as required under section 
60-40 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 is 
included in the financial report, and forms part of the Directors' Report. 
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors:



Katrina Raymond (Chair) 

Katrina is an experienced arts communicator and 
strategist, having established an arts consulting 
practice within Melbourne-based communications firm 
MediaLink Productions. She has advised many of 
Australia’s leading arts organisations, museums and 
collections, including the Ian Potter Museum of Art, the 
University of Melbourne; TarraWarra Museum of Art; 
Shepparton Art Museum; Murray Art Museum Albury; 
State Library of Victoria; Koorie Heritage Trust; City of 
Melbourne Public Art; Victorian College of the Arts & 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music; the Lyon House 
Museum; Basil Sellers Art Prize; the Lorne Sculpture 
Prize; Save Super Art Campaign; Deutscher + Hackett 
Fine Art. With a broad involvement across the visual 
arts, Katrina has a particular interest in craft, jewellery
and wearable art. Katrina has a BA Fine Arts (Gold & 
Silversmithing), RMIT; and Bachelor of Applied 
Science.

Sim Luttin (Deputy Chair)

Sim Luttin is an arts professional and a mid-career 
maker with 20 years’ experience as a contemporary 
jeweller and craftsperson. Sim has also worked for 10 
years in the Senior Leadership Team as Curator and 
Gallery Manager at Arts Project Australia, a 
distinguished not-for-profit arts and disability 
organisation based in Melbourne. She has extensive 
experience representing marginalised artists to assist 
them to navigate and be recognised within the cultural 
sector. Sim regularly collaborates with diverse arts 
professionals and organisations to produce, manage 
and realise complex creative projects including 
exhibitions, events, symposiums, fundraisers, 
marketing and publication initiatives. Sim holds a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (RMIT), Masters of Fine Art 
(Indiana University), Metals Associateship 
(JamFactory: Contemporary Craft & Design) and a 
Graduate Diploma in Arts Management (UniSA). She 
exhibits nationally and internationally and is 
represented by Pieces of Eight, Melbourne and 
Charon Kransen Arts, New York.

Georgina O’Farrell (Secretary) 

George is a specialist intellectual property lawyer 
based in Melbourne, Victoria. George established her 
practice, By George Legal, in 2016 to offer high 
quality, cost effective IP advice to individuals and 
businesses in the arts, publishing, film and television, 
food and beverages, creative industries and digital 
media. George has been practicing as a lawyer since 
2003 in Australia and the UK and has extensive IP and 
litigation experience. She has significant inhouse 
experience, having been the Head of Legal for the 
Madman Media Group (Aus) and Phaidon Press (UK), 
in addition to private practice experience with Ashurst 
(UK) and Corrs Chambers Westgarth (Melb). Georgina 
is a guest lecturer on managing creative content for 
the University of Melbourne Masters of Art program 
and RMIT Bachelor of Fine Arts and a volunteer 
lawyer with the Arts Law Centre of Australia.

Abby Seymour

Abby Seymour is a practicing artist and jeweller that 
has established a successful independent brand with 
over a decade in the craft and retail industry. Her 
distinctive brand focuses on sustainability by using 
ethical business practices and materials with minimal 
impact on the environment and is a leader in 
championing commercially viable avenues to sustain 
contemporary craft practices. Abby’s flourishing 
creative practice delivers strong retail expertise via her 
ecommerce platforms, stockist representation, direct 
retail showroom, personalised commissioned services 
and community workshop programs. Abby has an Art 
History degree (University of Melbourne), BFA (RMIT) 
BA - Printmaking (RMIT) and MFA (RMIT). Formerly a 
lecturer in art and design at RMIT and private teacher, 
Abby is actively engaged in the crafts community to 
help impart her learned trade skills and vision via 
workshop programs and regular mentoring pathways 
for emerging makers. Abby Seymour is stocked and 
represented by Craft Victoria, Heide MOMA, Jam 
Factory, Queensland GOMA and the National Gallery 
of Australia along with other selected museums and 
boutique stores in Australia and internationally.

Matthew Lucas

Matthew Lucas was educated in the UK, Cyprus and 
Australia. His first job took him to Savile Row in 
London, managing the retail department of a tailoring 
company that was By Appointment to HM the Queen. 
After studying at The Victorian College of the Arts he 
spent several years writing, directing and touring his 
own theatre work with successful funding and 
sponsoring outcomes. Matthew furthered his niche 
retail career by successfully launching Dinosaur 
Designs, the Australian design brand, in New York 
across the retail, wholesale, marketing and PR 
arenas. He has gone on to work in the niche, luxury 
retail sector working in the fine art, furniture, objects, 
design, watches and jewellery categories with such 
world-renowned brands as Loewe, Bang & Olufsen, 
Rolex, Graff and Patek Philippe. He has worked with 
media organisations, creative directors, national 
cultural institutions, retailers and the design 
community to build relationships and develop strategic 
partnerships. Matthew has lived and worked in 
London, Madrid, New York, Perth, Sydney and 
Melbourne.

2019 DIRECTOR PROFILES
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Lyn McColl

Lyn McColl is a certified Practicing Accountant and is the 
Executive Director of the Faculty of Veterinary & Agricultural 
Science at the University of Melbourne. Lyn joined the 
University of Melbourne after 14 years with BHP Billiton, 
where she held senior leadership positions in the Global 
Legal Team. Lyn has had wide leadership, commercial and 
general management experience with a proven ability to 
formulate and deliver organisational projects with high 
quality outcomes Lyn also has a passion for all forms of art 
and design and is committed to contributing to an 
organisation that supports makers in an ever changing 
environment.

Clive Scott 

Clive Scott is the Sofitel Melbourne On Collins General 
Manager. Clive has worked in the hotel industry for more 
than 40 years, starting his 5 star hotel career at the Hilton on 
the Park in Melbourne while studying at Melbourne 
University. He has a Diploma in Hotel Management and a 
Degree in Economics and worked for the Hilton Hotels for 21 
years and AccorHotels for 21 years. Clive spent time as the 
General Manager, Human Resources, for the Accor hotels 
having managed the Novotel Twin Waters Resort, Novotel 
and Hotel Ibis, Sydney Olympic Park, Western Sydney 
Hotels Accor, and the Sofitel Sydney Wentworth. In 2005, 
Clive returned to his home town, Melbourne, and has now 
been at the Sofitel for 14 years. Clive is actively involved in 
the business and arts community and is the Chairman of the 
Georges Mora Fellowship and Board Member of the 
Melbourne Prize Foundation and Oceania Foundation

Marita Madden 

Marita Madden is an international retail consultant 
with 36 years’ experience in all areas of the retail 
environment. A leader in her field, she has cultivated 
a formidable worldwide network across all sectors of 
the industry, and is a specialist in the provision of 
services to the cultural, tourism and sporting 
industries. Marita has worked with a range of 
distinguished cultural institutions throughout her 
career. As head of retail operations at Museum 
Victoria, Arts Centre Melbourne and Sunday Market, 
and National Gallery of Victoria, Marita was involved 
in the development of commercial projects from the 
planning stage. Today, Marita assists clients with 
research and product development and actively 
pursues her passion for ART in all its forms. She 
resigned from Craft’s Board in January, 2019.



GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

Craft Victoria is supported by the Victorian 
Government through Creative Victoria, the 
Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative 
of the Australian, State and Territory 
Governments. Craft Victoria is also assisted 
by the Australian Government through the 
Australia Council, its arts funding and 
advisory body. Our Craft Cubed Festival is 
supported by the City of Melbourne. 

We thank the Minister for Creative Industries, 
Martin Foley MP, Creative Victoria, the Australia 
Council for the Arts and the City of Melbourne 
for their ongoing support. 

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

CRAFT VICTORIA TEAM 

Director — Bryony Nainby 
Strategic Director (finished April 2019) — Peter Selinger 

Membership Showcase and Business Development Manager — Sarah Weston
Public Programs Manager — Gemma Jones

Marketing and Partnerships Manager— Viktoria Laux
Curatorial and Marketing Assistant— Eliza Tiernan

Curator (finished October 2019) — Chloë Powell
Financial Officer — Trevor Prabhakaran 

Financial Assistant — Victoria Mason
Front of House — Janita Foley, Louise Meuwissen, Hannah Gartside, Courtney King

PROJECT OFFICERS 
Craft Cubed Window Walk Manager — Anna Gray

Festival Intern — Chanel Phan

FRIENDS OF CRAFT VICTORIA
Sue Nicholson

Jenny Boag
Caroline Daniell

Natasha Camuglia
Donna Petsinis

Eli Giannini
Michael Strownix

Adam Kempton
Laura Kininmonth

CRAFT VICTORIA VOLUNTEERS
Craft thanks its generous volunteers for supporting the organisation’s programming and vision 

Linn Luo
Tovah Otton

Mariana Blanco
Monique Revell

Emma Goldstone

SUPPORT 

Craft Victoria member showcase 
Photography Sarah Weston.

Victoria Mason
David Rumbold

Britt Neech
Maggie Scott

Samantha Clark

Hannah Simpkin
Kathryn Howley

Phoebe Thompson
Simone Geary
Emma Lynes
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Craft Victoria respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, the traditional custodians of the land on which we 
meet, exhibit and celebrate craft. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and future.

Chanel Phan
Elsa Thorp
Sara Kiani

Brianna Read
Iris Chen



Photography Lauren Bamford  Styling Stephanie Stamatis
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