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About Craft

Established in 1970, Craft Victoria provides curatorial, public 
program and professional development opportunities for craft 
and design makers. We have a strong history of supporting 
contemporary craft and design professionals throughout all stages 
of their careers.  

 In addition to supporting and showcasing the mastery of skills 
and materials, we also foster experimentation, risk-taking and 
conceptual exploration through our exhibitions and commissioning 
programs.  

 As a national leader in the craft and design sector, we are 
committed to being a platform for handcrafted practice in the 21st 
century. We seek to engage and inspire our audiences with the 
diversity of material practise across ceramics, furniture, jewellery, 
textiles, fibre, glass and more, created by Australia’s most highly 
regarded craft makers and designers.  

 Craft Victoria is a charitable not-for-profit, membership 
organisation. 

Anna McGirr Punch, Weave, Tuft, Sleep 2020, (Fresh! installation 
detail). Photographer: Shannyn Higgins.3



Mission and Goals

To support Craft and Makers by:  

- Encouraging a high standard of craftsmanship, broaden the 
interest in craft throughout Australia and internationally, and 
present a cutting-edge vision of craft making  

- Delivering artistic and professional development offerings 
relevant to our purpose throughout each phase of maker’s 
careers  

- Growing Craft Victoria’s stakeholder profile

- Ensuring a financially sustainable, ethical and relevant 
organisation  

Our Purpose

We champion craft and design makers

Our Vision 

To be the national leader for craft and design, and to inspire 
and connect our community  

 Our Strategy is centred on three streams:

1. Artistic, Development and Programming 

Deliver creative, professional development and curatorial 
offerings to support and advance the evolving careers 
and aspirations of craft and design makers  

2. Stakeholder Value and Engagement 

Form long-term sustainable strategic partnerships and 
collaborative opportunities  

3. Finance and Organisational Sustainability 

Ensure a sustainable, resilient, ethical and relevant 
organisation

Strategic Objectives
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Chair’s Report

I’m pleased to report that 2021, another COVID year, has 
been a period of high achievement for Craft Victoria, as the 
organisation and our Maker Members have continued to thrive 
in difficult circumstances. 

My thanks go to my fellow Board Members; our partners, the 
Australia Council, Creative Victoria and the City of Melbourne, 
our principal sponsors Sofitel Melbourne on Collins, Corrs 
Chambers Westgarth and Prancing Horse wines; friends and 
supporters; and of course our hard-working and dedicated 
staff.  

Most importantly, Craft Victoria has been here for makers, 
because that’s what Craft Victoria is all about. Through the 
continuation of our professional development programs, online 
exhibitions, promotional outreach and retail activities we 
have not let repeated lockdowns distract from our sense of 
purpose. 

In particular, I would like to acknowledge the fine leadership 
of our Executive Directors during this period. Bryony Nainby 
steered Craft successfully through the first year of pandemic, 
leaving us in March 2021 to pursue her curating passion. 

Nicole Durling joined Craft Victoria as Executive Director 
at the end of June 2021, having previously been Director, 
Collections & Exhibitions at the Museum of Old and New Art 
(Mona). Nicole is making an excellent contribution, having 
galvanised the team and established strong connections with 
key stakeholders. 

Some of the standout achievements during 2021 include: 

• Craft Projects, our new business consulting program 
with architects and developers, providing bespoke 
handcraft art and design solutions objects which 
affirms each client’s desire to be uniquely positioned 
with quality craft . 

• The execution of Craft Victoria’s identity and creation 
of a new website . 

• The development of Craft Victoria’s First Nations 
Engagement Cultural Competency Workshop and 
Policy development for Board and staff to affirm our 
commitment to fostering Indigenous culture and 
makers.  

• The successful delivery of Craft Victoria’s 50th 
anniversary programs, albeit online and sadly without 
significant in-person community presence due to 
COVID restrictions.  

• Our wonderful exhibition program, including: Fresh! 
from February; Fireflow and Fugue in Melbourne 
Design Week from March along with the Melbourne 
Art Book Fair talks at Craft; The Space of Emptiness: 
Yoko Ozawa, Lindy McSwan, Owen Rye from April; 
Future Remains: Women in Wood from July; Temporal 
Artefacts at Benalla Gallery from October. Plus an 
active Maker Showcase exhibition program continued 
in and out of lockdowns.  

• And the appointment in June of experienced First 
Nations artist Jenna Lee to the Board as a Craft 
Industry Professional non-Executive Director. Ms Lee 
is a Larrakia, Wardaman and KarraJarri woman. 

/Message from the Chair
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Chair’s Report
As a member organisation, we can now proudly say that Craft 
Victoria has been representing makers for over 50 years. And I 
believe that the extent and quality of the support we provide to 
makers of Craft is getting better and better. 
 
Craft Victoria has a vital role to play as we as a community 
continue to meet the challenges and opportunities that face 
us.  The greater society’s global, economic, security and health 
challenges, the more important to us becomes the role of the 
makers, whose commitment to making has the ability to lift 
our hearts, and our souls. 
 
Craft Victoria leads the way in promoting and celebrating the 
work of Craft practitioners. Because in the very act of making, 
our makers are making the world a better place. 

Having served five years on the Board, the past three as Chair, 
I look forward to retiring in the New Year knowing Craft 
Victoria is in a good place, and in good hands.

 
/Katrina Raymond

  

Katherine Hubble Juvenile Byssus 2019, polypropylene, tint, silver, 
fresh water pearls. Photographer: Henry Trumble.
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Exhibitions /Celebrating the work of over 87 makers 
presented across 18 exhibitions. 

The 2021 exhibition program explored contemporary 
studio practice and its possibilities as a means of 
creative expression and showcased the diversity of craft 
practice through the presentation of 87 makers across 18 
exhibitions.  

The year commenced with the annual exhibition, ‘Fresh!’ 
and featured the work of recent craft and design 
graduates from across Victoria forging future directions in 
contemporary practice. Ten ‘Fresh!’ finalists were selected 
by an invited team of professional craft practitioners, 
curators and industry experts alongside the Craft 
exhibitions team. The exhibition was supported by John 
Wardle Architects, the Design Files, Future Leaders, the 
Sofitel Melbourne On Collins and Rose Chong Costumiers.  

As part of Melbourne Design Week, Craft focused on the 
versatility of glass as a medium and presented ‘Fireflow’ 
and ‘Fugue’. ‘Fireflow’ featured work by Alexandra 
Hirst (SA), Blanche Tilden (VIC), Jasmine Morgan Ryan 
(VIC), Holly Grace (VIC) and Tim Edwards (SA) who 
each demonstrated new thinking and approaches to the 
centuries-old practice of glassmaking. Alongside ‘Fireflow’, 
David Sequeira exhibited his ongoing ‘Fugue’ installation 
exploring colour through the assemblage of glass vessels. 
The iteration included a meditative soundscape by 
musician, Patrick Telfer based on recorded resonances from 
the vessels. ‘The Space of Emptiness’ presented the work 
of three established artists whose practices each offer 
opportunities for quiet reflection on the sublime forces of 
nature, and included the work of master potter, Owen Rye. 

David Sequeira Fugue 2021 (installation detail). 
Photographer: Michael Pham.

7



Guest curated by Larrakia, Wardaman and KarraJarri artist, 
Jenna Lee, ‘Elemental’ brought together seven First Nations 
artists working with the base elements of Water, Fire, Air and 
Earth as inspiration, material, process and subject. With links to 
the 2021 NAIDOC theme of ‘Heal Country!’, the show presented 
the omnipresent ways in which the elements of the land shape 
and influence all stages of the creation process. ‘Future Remains’ 
exhibited seven designer/makers at the forefront of contemporary 
woodworking. The exhibition centred women woodworkers in a 
discipline historically dominated by men and laid down a call to 
action to make visible the work of women designer/makers, and 
build a more sustainable, equitable and inclusive future. 

Guest curated by Bryony Nainby and presented in partnership 
with Benalla Art Gallery, the exhibition ‘Temporal Artefacts’ 
explored processes of time and the transformation of materials 
by hand. The exhibition brought together the work of Pennie 
Jagiello, Katie West, Nora Thamthanakorn, Makiko Ryujin and 
Joungmee Do. While Metropolitan Melbourne remained under 
strict lockdown, the exhibition offered opportunities for regional 
Victorians to engage with contemporary craft.  

The 2021 program finished with a maximalist exploration on 
the relationship between maker and material in the exhibition 
‘Shaped’. Over 30 makers presented work rich in ideas through 
material transformation and storytelling. 

Nine site-responsive and small-scale projects were presented 
as part of the 2021 Members Vitrine Gallery. Programmed by 
an open call-out and competitive selection process, the Vitrine 
provides a highly visible exhibition opportunity for artists at all 
stages of their career and presents work by ceramicists, textile 
artists, jewellers and artists working across media.

Yoko Ozawa, Kogarashi - The first cold windblew in 2021, 
(The Space of Emptiness installation detail). Photographer: Henry Trumble.8



Makiko Ryujin, LOOP series, 2021 (Future Remains installation detail). Photographer: Michael Pham. Jessie French, Bioplastic Algae series, 2021 (Shaped installation detail). Photographer: Lauren Bamford.9



Exhibitions 2021

Fresh! Fireflow Fugue

Presented annually since 1993, 
Fresh! showcases the energy, 
skill and innovation of some of 
the best graduating students 
from craft, design and fine 
art disciplines throughout the 
state. The exhibition provides 
an important opportunity for 
graduates beginning their 
careers as makers, fosters the 
potential of emerging makers 
and provides an insight into 
new directions of contemporary 
practice. 

 Selection Panel: 
Ana Petidis, Daniel Poole, 
Louise Meuwissen, Yu-Fang 
Chi, Zhu Ohmu and Eliza 
Tiernan 

Award sponsors: 
John Wardle Architects, The 
Design Files, Future  Leaders, 
The Sofitel Melbourne on 
Collins and Rose Chong 
Costumiers.

Alexandra Hirst, Blanche 
Tilden, Jasmine Morgan 
Ryan, Holly Grace and 
Tim Edwards 

 Fireflow presented 
together the work of five 
contemporary artists 
exploring the possibilities of 
glass as a versatile medium. 
Exhibitors encouraged new 
thinking and perspective on 
the centuries-old practice 
of glassmaking. Works 
presented showed a mastery 
of materiality, process 
and technique alongside 
experimentations. Long-
established methods are used 
alongside new technologies, 
forging future directions in 
the craft.

This exhibition was part of 
Melbourne Design Week 
2021, an initiative of the 
Victorian Government in 
collaboration with the NGV.

David Sequeira and 
Patrick Telfer 

Fugue is an ongoing  
installation exploring colour 
through the assemblage of 
glass vessels. The evolving 
arrangement plays with 
colour as a medium, elevating 
objects such as beakers, 
vases and bowls above their 
utilitarian status. Made 
in collaboration with the 
JamFactory glass studio in 
Adelaide, Sequeira highlights 
the relationship between 
contemporary art, craft 
and industry, and links 
ideas of infinity, change and 
continuity with notions of the 
everyday.  

In this iteration  musician 
Patrick Telfer presented a 
meditative soundscape based 
on recorded resonances 
made by the vessels when 
struck or clinked together.

The Space of 
Emptiness

Elemental

The Space of Emptiness 
offered opportunities for 
quiet reflection on the 
sublime forces of nature. 
Through their work each 
artist vividly expresses 
a sense of the ancient 
processes of creation as well 
as the erosion and decay 
which inevitably follows. 
Presenting collections of 
vessels from each artist, 
The Space of Emptiness 
invites consideration of these 
phenomena, but also the 
potent space of emptiness 
they enclose and evoke. 
 
Curated by Bryony Nainby.

Elemental presented 
seven First Nations artists 
working with the base 
elements of Water, Fire, Air 
and Earth as inspiration, 
material, process and 
subject.  

With links to the 2021 
NAIDOC theme of ‘Heal 
Country!’, the show 
presented the omnipresent 
ways in which the elements 
of the land shape and 
influence every stage of the 
creation process, inherently 
capturing these forces in all 
their power and beauty.  

Curated by Larrakia, 
Wardaman and KarraJarri 
artist Jenna Lee.

13 February—20 March 
Anna McGirr, Belle 
Thierry, Bolaji Teniola, 
Faye Butler, Jess Graham, 
Julien Comer-Kleine, Lovie 
Smith, Mia Beauchamp  

26 May—24 April 
1 May—12 June 
Owen Rye, Lindy McSwan 
and Yoko Ozawa 

19 June—17 July 
Cassie Leatham, Edwina 
Green, Iluka Sax-
Williams, Lisa Waup, Mia 
Boe, Shahn Stewart and 
Moorina Bonini

10

26 March—24 April 
 



Exhibitions 2021

Future Remains Craft Poster Walk Temporal Artefacts

An exhibition featuring 
seven women designers and 
makers at the forefront of 
contemporary woodworking. 
The exhibition shared the 
diverse perspectives and 
approaches to the art 
of woodworking across 
sculpture, jewellery and 
furniture, and showcased 
profound skill and material 
understanding makers. 

Centring women 
woodworkers in a discipline 
historically dominated by 
men, the exhibition also 
mades a statement: to make 
visible the work of women 
designers and makers and 
build a more sustainable, 
equitable and inclusive future.

Throughout September 
and October the Craft 
Poster Walk transformed 
unexpected, urban spaces 
of our city with the work of 
seven contemporary makers. 

Spanning more than 25 inner 
Melbourne locations, the 
Craft Poster Walk was an 
opportunity to experience 
bold, contemporary pieces by 
some of the best and latest 
in craft and design outside 
of the gallery context. When 
audiences stumbled across 
the works, they could scan 
their QR code and discover 
more about each artist, 
their practice and the Craft 
Contemporary festival.

Pennie Jagiello, Katie West, 
Nora Thamthanakorn, 
Makiko Ryujin and 
Joungmee Do 
 
Temporal Artefacts explored 
processes of time and the 
transformation of materials 
by hand. The reinterpretation 
of ancient traditions, the 
learning of skills passed 
down through generations 
and the enduring impacts of 
human actions were central 
themes within the exhibition. 

 Presented by Benalla Art 
Gallery in partnership with 
Craft Victoria.

24 July—13 November 
Alexsandra Pontonio, 
Anke Kindle, Chi Yusuf, 
Laura McCusker, Linda 
Fredheim, Makiko Ryujin 
and Olive Gill-Hille

September—October 
Csongvay Blackwood, 
Daisy Watt & Sam Seary, 
Iluka Sax-Williams, Jessica 
Murtagh, Katherine Hubble 
and Yoko Ozawa 

8 October—12 December

Shaped

Shaped brought together 
more than 80 works by 
Australian artists in a 
maximalist exploration of the 
relationship between maker 
and material.  

 Artists explored rich 
ideas through material 
transformation and 
storytelling— from tensions 
between function and 
aesthetic to technology and 
nature, culture and identity, 
and our experiences in 
lockdown.

23 November 2021 —29  
January 2022

Linda Fredheim, Blue Bag 2019 (Future Remains installation 
detail). Photographer: Michael Pham.11



Lisa Waup, Blue Bird 2021 (Elemental installation detail, 
curated by Jenna Lee). Photographer: Henry Trumble.

Georgia Weitenberg, Bentwood Chair 2021 (Shaped installation detail). 
Photographer: Lauren Bamford.
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Members Vitrine Exhibitions 2021

Re-Emergence Play of Light Stacked

Jordi Infeld’s practice is 
grounded in the relationship 
between text and textile, 
working predominantly 
between writing and weaving.

Jane McKenzie presented 
a new body of ceramic 
sculptures that enticed the 
viewer to look through each 
piece and consider the play of 
light and shadow on form.

An exploration into the 
sculptural potential of 
architectural forms found in 
the industrial landscape of 
the inner west .

Body Language Enono

This series of paper-based 
cultural vessels explored the 
relationships between cultural 
objects and adornments .

Danielle Thiris presented a 
collection of ceramic vessels 
referencing elements of 
prehistoric and ritual objects.

26 January—27 February 
Jordi Infeld

2 March—10 April   
Jane McKenzie

13 March—20 June  
Katrina Tyler

18 May—19 June 
Jenna Lee

22 June—24 July  
Danielle Thiris

Future Form Objects That See

Showcasing the potential for 
algae as sustainable material 
through a collection of algae 
bioplastic tableware.

Legally blind, Alan Constable 
works with his pinhole vision 
to create expressive optical 
devices, with his cameras as 
centre-piece. Presented with 
support from Arts Project 
Australia.

27 July—2  October 
Jessie French

5 October—13 November 
Alan Constable

Secret Life of a 
Tapestry

The exhibition interpreted the 
‘dirt’ pattern of a tapestry being 
cleaned, exposing the tapestry’s 
stories and secrets.

wandering within an 
accumulation of short lines 

The artists created a dialogue 
between their respective works, 
illustrating connections between 
drawing and sculpture.

16 November—11 December 
Amanda Ho

14 December 2021—22 January 
2022
Ariel Gout & Amy Kennedy
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Alan Constable in the studio. Image courtesy the artist and Arts Project Australia.14



The Space of Emptiness (opening event). 
Photographer: Henry Trumble.

15



Public Programs
Craft Victoria’s public programs offer professional 
development opportunities and forums for thinking about the 
practical and conceptual challenges of contemporary craft. 
The 2021 program featured a dynamic series of artist talks, 
advice clinics, market programs, seminars and workshops 
presented either virtually or in-person.

The Advice Clinic program provided monthly development 
and networking opportunities in an online lecture-series 
format tailored for creative small businesses both locally 
and regionally. Topics included application and grant writing 
techniques, small business e-commerce and website 
development, easy smart-phone photography and creative 
collaborations. Follow-up one-on-one sessions with the 
Advice Clinic presenters allowed members to gain further 
understanding and tailored feedback. 

Our series of outreach programs presented professional 
development workshops and seminars to organisations 
across Greater Melbourne, regional Victoria and interstate. 
Presentations focused on practical tools and industry 
expertise aimed at supporting a vibrant creative community. 
The 2021 program saw Craft work alongside organisations 
such as the City of Casey, Frankston Art Centre, JamFactory, 
Guild of Objects, and the Macedon Ranges Shire Council.  

Christina Darras, detail from 
Virtual Open Studios.16



The 2021 Round Table series brought together prominent 
contemporary craft practitioners for discipline-focused 
critical discussions. The program ran alongside the 
exhibition program and included a glass-focused discussion 
with exhibiting artists from ‘Fireflow’ presented as part 
of Melbourne Design Week, as well as a woodworking 
roundtable alongside the exhibition ‘Future Remains’. Critical 
discussions on making and technique were addressed and 
engaged both experienced makers and craft-enthusiasts 
alike. The Round Table series saw high attendance figures 
with over 152 participants across the two sessions. The 
digital format allowed for a broader audience reach, engaging 
our regional, interstate and international community.

In partnership with the South Melbourne Market, the 
2021 SO:ME x Craft Market offered six early career craft 
practitioners to hold a stall at the SO:ME pop-up space 
over the course of four days. Located in the heart of South 
Melbourne Market, the space is a drawcard to people not only 
from the South Melbourne area, but from all over Melbourne, 
Victoria and interstate, and it provided an ideal environment 
for learning necessary small-business retail skills. The market 
program also included access to November’s ‘Market Ready’ 
Advice Clinic hosted by Matthew Vrettas of Ghostwares, as 
well as other professional development support materials.

Kate Brouwer. Image courtesy the artist.17



2021 Public Programs

Advice Clinics Professional 
Development Sessions

Seminars, Talks,  
& on-demand 
workshops 

20 January: ‘Applying for Artist 
Residencies’ with Amy Kennedy 

16  February: ‘Tips for grant 
Writing Success’ with Bryony 
Nainby 

 16 March: ‘Design for Makers: 
Tips for Non-Designers’ with Tess 
McCabe 
 
13 April: ‘Easy Smartphone Object 
Photography’ with Sarah Weston 

 25 May: ‘Retail Ready’ with Pip 
Stevenson 

22 June: ‘Websites for Makers’ 
with Matt Thomson 

 20 July: ‘Craft and Collaboration’ 
with Louise Meuwissen 
 
10 August: ‘The Business of Craft’ 
with Joanna Sim 
 
19 October: ‘The Art of Product 
Styling’ with Annette Wagner 

2 November: ‘Market Ready’ with 
Matthew Vrettas of Ghostwares

27 January: ‘Applying for Artist 
Residencies’ with Amy Kennedy 

23 February: ‘Tips for Grant 
Writing Success’ with Bryony 
Nainby 
 
23 March: ‘Design for Makers: 
Tips for Non-Designers’ with Tess 
McCabe 

20 April: ‘Easy Smartphone 
Object Photography’ with Sarah 
Weston 
 
1 June: ‘Retail Ready’ with Pip 
Stevenson 
 
29 June: ‘Websites For Makers’ 
with Matt Thomson 

27 July: ‘Craft and Collaboration’ 
with Louise Meuwissen 

17 August: ‘The Business of Craft’ 
with Joanna Sim 
 
9 November: ‘Market Ready’ with 
Matthew Vrettas of Ghostwares

‘Copyright your Practice’ (on-
demand workshop) 
 
‘Natural Light Photography’ pt.1 (on-
demand workshop) 
 
‘Natural Light Photography’ pt. 2 
(on-demand workshop) 
 
‘Marketing for Masterclasses’ (on-
demand workshop) 
 
‘What is a Craft Business?’ (on-
demand workshop)

13 July: ‘Artist Talk’ with Jenna Lee 
and John Wardle Architects

11 December: ‘Stairway Stories  
#3 Secret Life of a Tapestry’ with 
Amanda Ho 

Online Round Table 
discussions

Craft Outreach

31 March: ‘Glass Today’ Round 
Table

Online discussion with Blanche 
Tilden, Jasmine Morgan Ryan, 
Holly Grace and Tim Edwards, 
and led by Alexandra Hirst 

19 August: ‘Woodworking Today’ 
Round Table

Online discussion with Anke 
Kindle, Chi Yusuf, Linda Fredheim, 
Makiko Ryujin and Olive Gill-Hille, 
and led by Alexsandra Pontonio 

19 October: ‘Responding to a 
Design Brief’, presented by Linden 
New Art in partnership with Craft 
Victoria and Design Fring e

Online talks with Ella Saddington, 
Thomas Lentini and Elishia 
Whitchurch

18 March: Kyneton Professional 
Development Program  

Session 1: ‘Marketing and Social 
Media for Artists ’

Session 2: ‘Smart Phone 
Photography and Video ’

June/July: Woven Stories, Thomas 
Carr (Student Workshop Series) 
with artist Cassie Leatham

19 June: ‘Social Media & 
Marketing’, City of Casey (online 
event) 

3 July: ‘Smart Phone 
Photography’, City of Casey 
(online event) 

23 September: ‘Social Media 
& Marketing’, Frankston Arts 
Centre (online event) 

11 October: ‘How Much’ 
JamFactory & Guildhouse  
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2021 Public Programs

Craft Markets

SO:ME x Craft, An emerging 
makers market in partnership 
with the South Melbourne Market 
and presenting the work of 6 
stallholders Angelo Ooi, Selby 
Ginn, Summer Huang, Clancy 
Moore, Froni Binns and Alicia 
Aulsebrook

Makers in Residence

6—8  October: Amanda Dziedzic 
and Ella Bendrups 

13—15  October: Ara Dolatian and 
Claire Ellis 

20—22 October: Grae Burnished 
and Vanessa Lucas

Virtual Open Studios
October: ‘Virtual Open Studio  
Tours session 1’ withEmma 
Shepherd, Stuart Davidson, Kate 
Brouwer and Christina Darras 

October: ‘Virtual Open Studio  
Tours Session 2’ with Emily 
Brookfield, Eli Beke, Tab Sejoe, 
Troppo Print Studio

Making it Symposium
A 4-day online symposium
21—24 February

Online lectures:     
- Leah Heiss on ‘Crafting 
Collaborations and Wearables’ 
- Damien Wright on ‘What is a          
Craft Business?’
- Yu Fang Chi on ‘Weaving, 
Connecting, Belonging’
- Bruce Rowe on ‘Reflections on 
Creative Practice’
                
Live events:     
- In Conversation: Jeremy Wortsman 
and Beci Orpin chat art, craft and 
commerce
- Panel Discussion: Collaboration, 
working with First Nations 
communities and sustainability
                
Maker Shorts:        
- Alan Constable (Arts Project 
Australia) and David Hurlston (NGV)
- Chelle Destefano: Elements of 
Auslan in the studio
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2021 Public Programs

Studio Stories Studio Stories 
International 
Exchanges

‘Glass Today’ Round Table (screen capture). L-R Alexandra Hirst, Blanche Tilden, 
Holly Grace, Jasmine Morgan Ryan, Tim Edwards. 

Stuart Davidson’s Virtual Open Studio 
(screen capture) as part of Craft Contemporary.20



Craft Contemporary
Craft Contemporary is Craft Victoria’s annual festival celebrating 
new approaches, ideas and experimentation by today’s makers 
through a dynamic program of events including exhibitions, artist 
talks, workshops, virtual makers in residencies, virtual open 
studios and more. In October 2021 Craft delivered its 12th craft 
festival and its second predominantly digital program due to 
restrictions related to COVID-19 government health guidelines. 
The month-long festival featured over 305 participating artists 
across 52 events and saw a diversity of makers in age, career 
stage, cultural background and postcode. 

The festival continued to reach new audiences through digital 
programming, and in addition to local audiences living in 
lockdown, the festival welcomed regional, interstate and and 
international participation. New depths of understanding were 
forged between maker and the public through the ‘Virtual 
Open Studios’ program, the ‘Makers in Residence’, and the ‘In-
Conversation’ maker interviews. For the ‘Virtual Open Studios’ 
eight artists welcomed Craft’s audiences into their studios via 
the live ‘Virtual Open Studios’ program. Audiences gained greater 
insight into the by-hand making process through studio tours, 
short demonstrations and Q&As. For the ‘Makers in Residence’ 
program six artists demonstrated the reality of studio practice 
and shared their creative making processes with regular updates 
across three days via Craft’s Instagram. 

Craft Poster Walk 2021. Photographer: Henry Trumble.21



A highlight of the festival was the second iteration of the 
Craft Poster Walk – a street-poster exhibition throughout 
inner Melbourne. The works of seven contemporary craft 
practitioners were styled, photographed and printed as 
six striking and larger-than life objects. The bold works 
transformed the cityscape and offered a means to engage 
with craft beyond the gallery context. It also offered joy to 
many on their daily walk throughout the Melbourne lockdown. 

Jessica Murtagh, Craft Poster Walk. Photographer: Henry Trumble.22



Membership

Craft Victoria’s membership is made up of a diverse community 
of makers celebrating all craft disciplines. Membership grew 
by 19% in 2021, an indicator of Craft’s growing presence and 
the value in our offering across the five membership tiers. 

In 2021 COVID lockdowns were ongoing and presented 
challenges to our membership community. We programmed 
diverse opportunities for our members to connect, promote 
their practices and build their knowledge in new ways. 
Our online offering included the monthly Advice Clinics, 
professional development sessions, seminars, forums and on-
demand workshops and round table discussions. 

The Members Vitrine gallery space and Craft Contemporary 
festival programs offered opportunities for members to be 
part of our curatorial and event programming, and to stay 
connected to their practice and community, despite the 
limitations of in-person events. 

Membership increased 19%

Representing 802 makers

Craft Membership 2021

Elemental (exhibition opening). 
Curated by Jenna Lee. 

Photographer: Henry Trumble
23



Maker Showcase Space
Craft Victoria’s Maker Showcase presents works by 
exceptional makers and designers working at the forefront 
of contemporary practice. It was pleasing to see that the 
combined sales for makers’ work from both the physical gallery 
space and our e-commerce platform were consistent with 
levels from previous years, with the growth in online sales 
trending higher.  

More than 150 small businesses benefitted from the operations 
of the Maker Showcase; this was a critical form of support 
during a time when many makers suffered financial losses from 
the closure of markets and shops. 

As lockdowns continued into the second year, focus 
remained on maximising revenue generation via digital and 
e-commerce platforms. To further support growth, the launch 
of a redesigned e-commerce store improved the navigation, 
improving the customer experience and positively impacting 
online sales.  

A major review of retail operations was undertaken, resulting 
in new processes designed to facilitate sustainable growth 
over the long term.

 

L-R Louise Meuwissen, Anna Varendorff, Kirsten Perry, Altefact, Alison Frith.
Photography and styling: Lauren Bamford and Stephanie Somebody.24



craft.org.au

Maker Showcase Space

Fig 2. total retail sales 2018-2021

Fig 1. retail sales

Online sales increased 231%
Representing 250+ makers

Craft Victoria entrance. Photographer: Henry Trumble.25



Craft Projects

Craft Projects is a new development stream that delivers 
creative projects and initiatives with clients and collaborators 
to support Australian makers, build Craft’s network and 
champion craft across Australia.  

 2021 saw us working closely with a number of developers, 
architects and education partners on bespoke commissions, 
largescale sculptures and activations.  

Celebrating the stories and work of Australian artists and 
makers and providing support and expertise from project 
conception to delivery.  

While the COVID-19 pandemic delayed many projects and 
initiatives, more than 14 new projects were begun in 2021 
championing the work of more than 20 artists and makers.  
This has been a most encouraging start for Craft Projects and 
we expect this initiative to develop further. 

Craft collaborated with First Peoples artist Lisa Waup and digital artist Sam Price 
to create a new work that translated Lisa’s craft processes and techniques into 
the digital space. Sharing stories of water and connection to Country, this new 
video work was custom developed for our client Charter Hall.26



Partnering with our collaborator Lendlease, Craft worked closely with 
glass artists Amanda Dziedzic and Drew Spangenberg to develop a 
series of gifts to celebrate a new building in Barangaroo, NSW. The 
works are designed to reference a sense of place and explore rich 
colours connected to the Australian landscape.

Working with a new client on their building in the heart of Cremorne, 
Craft developed three new works with artists Emma Davies, Alex Knox 
and Sam Price that explored the area’s rich industrial and craft history.
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Website and Brand Refresh

For more than 50 years, Craft has championed makers, artists, and 
designers across Australia. In response to the changing digital landscape 
and to better reflect contemporary practice and making in the world today 
and its mission and activities, 2021 saw Craft embark on a redevelopment 
of its website and update of its branding, supported by Creative Victoria.

Working alongside collaborators Studio Round and Liquorice, Craft’s 
new branding draws on the concept of ‘modern traditions’, recognising 
the traditional techniques and skills inherent within many craft practices 
while creating space for the dynamic use of new technologies and 
materials by makers throughout the world. The new branding includes 
graphic nods to the ‘maker’s mark’ and Craft as an agency for artists, 
supporting and platforming creative practice. 

Launching in October 2021 with a fresh new design and an editorial 
approach, Craft’s new website aimed to improve engagement, design 
and access across its diverse content, programming and maker services. 
The intent was to connect audiences with contemporary makers and 
ideas through streamlined navigation and the development of several 
new features. An updated maker directory and events allow audiences to 
connect with Craft’s events members across Australia through easy-to-
use search parameters including material and location.

New ‘Read’ and ‘Watch’ sections draw together content from a range 
of contributors and present a rich mix of stories exploring craft and 
making from diverse perspectives as well as free and paid digital 
learning resources for makers and creatives. Custom digital content 
was developed as part of the launch where Craft’s team spoke to artists 
from their homes or studios about their practice and the role of craft and 
making today. Resulting in the production of fifteen artist videos and 
written conversations, content was released in 2021 to overwhelmingly 
positive feedback with additional content planned for 2022. 

28



/2021 at a glance
365 makers showcased  
through Craft’s public programs, festivals, 
exhibitions and membership events. 

18 exhibitions  
held in our main gallery space, touring and 
window programs, retail and vitrine spaces. 

95 workshops, talks and 
events  
held throughout the year, including Craft 

Contemporary events and virtual workshops.

13,751 visitors  
attended our gallery, events and festivals. 

Alexsandra Pontonio, Biplane Sideboard 2021 (detail from Future Remains installation exhibition). 
Photographer: Michael Pham.29



/2021 at a glance

150K visitors to Craft’s 
website 
 
582K page views  
(+136% yr/yr)  

57,537K Instagram audience 
(+1% yr/yr) 

12,773 subscribers to Craft’s 
newsletters  

As well as engaging with our community in 
public programs, exhibitions and events, Craft 
continues to nurture and grow our community 

Alison Frith, Pillar Candleholder Set, image courtesy the artist.30



Directors’ Report

Principal activities
The principal activity of the Company during the financial 
year was to support and celebrate the public profile of 
contemporary craft and design in Victoria. 
 
Operating results 
The Company recorded a surplus of $3,064 for the financial 
year (2020 surplus: $261,825). 

Dividends
The Company is prohibited by its Constitution from the 
payment of dividends. 

Directors
The following persons were directors of The Crafts Council of 
Victoria Ltd during the year ended 31 December 2021. 
 

Your directors present this report together with the financial 
statements of The Crafts Council of Victoria Ltd
("the Company") for the year ended 31 December 2021.

*Jenna Lee - Appointed 15 July 
2021 

*Jeremy Wortsman - Resigned 
22 September 2021

*Sim Luttin - Resigned 22 
February 2021 

Ebony Russell, Pipeline Cande Holder series. Photographer: Simon Hewson.31



Director Profiles
Katrina Raymond (Chair) 

Katrina is an experienced arts communicator and strategist, having  established an 
arts consulting practice within Melbourne-based  communications firm MediaLink 
Productions. She has advised many of  Australia’s leading arts organisations, 
museums and collections, including  the Ian Potter Museum of Art, the University 
of Melbourne; TarraWarra  Museum of Art; Shepparton Art Museum; Murray Art 
Museum Albury;  State Library of Victoria; Koorie Heritage Trust; City of Melbourne 
Public  Art; Victorian College of the Arts & Melbourne Conservatorium of Music;  
the Lyon House Museum; Basil Sellers Art Prize; the Lorne Sculpture  Prize; Save 
Super Art Campaign; and Deutscher + Hackett Fine Art. With a  broad involvement 
across the visual arts, Katrina has a particular interest  in craft, jewellery and 
wearable art. Katrina has a BA Fine Arts (Gold &  Silversmithing), RMIT; and 
Bachelor of Applied Science.

Rebecca Taube

Rebecca is Deputy General Counsel and Associate Director of Legal Services at 
RMIT University in Melbourne. Rebecca has extensive experience in intellectual 
property, commercial law and corporate governance, having worked in private 
practice and in-house since 2004. Her stakeholder portfolios include RMIT Online, 
Compliance and Risk, Education, and the Policy, Strategy and Impact teams. She 
guest lectures on intellectual property and business structures for students and 
entrepreneurs at RMIT University. Rebecca’s career has worked with clients across 
international and domestic retail brands, aspirational and luxury ranges. She has a 
Bachelor of Arts (Communications) and a Bachelor of Laws from the University of 
Queensland, and a Master of Laws from the University of Melbourne. 

Lyn McColl 

Lyn is a certified Practicing Accountant and is the Executive Director of the Faculty 
of Veterinary & Agricultural Science at the University of Melbourne. Lyn joined the 
University of Melbourne after many years with BHP Billiton, where she held senior 
leadership positions in the Global Legal Team. Lyn has had extensive leadership, 
commercial and general management experience with a proven ability to formulate 
and deliver organisational objectives and projects with high quality outcomes. Lyn 
also has a passion for all forms of art and design and is committed to contributing 
to an organisation that supports makers in an ever changing environment. 
 

Abby Seymour 

 Abby is an artist with an established Australian jewellery practice. With over a decade in 
the craft and retail industry, her independent brand has been defined by her individuality 
and sustainability. She is a leader in championing commercially viable avenues to sustain 
contemporary craft practices.  Her knowledge, experience and considered approach 
delivers value and strength through multi-channeled retail, personalised commissioned 
services, countrywide representation and community workshop programs. Her high 
quality pieces are stocked in art galleries and museum stores around Australia, online 
and in her sunlit Melbourne studio. Abby has an Art History degree (UM), BFA (RMIT) BA 
Printmaking (RMIT) and MFA (RMIT). Formerly a lecturer in art and design at RMIT and 
now also a private teacher who facilitates workshop programs, mentoring pathways for 
emerging makers and is actively engaged in the crafts community.

Matthew Lucas

Matthew is a place-making and retail consultant specialising in design, interiors, 
fashion and luxury. Matthew launched the iconic Australian brand Dinosaur Designs 
into the New York market and has gone on to work in the luxury retail sector with 
brands such as Bang & Olufsen, Loewe, Rolex, Graff and Patek Philippe. Matthew’s 
work sees him collaborating with developers on the cultural mix of projects; and with 
media organisations, creative directors, national cultural institutions, retailers and the 
design community to develop strategic partnerships and further business opportunities. 
Matthew has lived and worked in London, Madrid, New York, Perth, Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

RIGHT Lindy McSwan Vessel Studies - Corrugated 2020 
(The Space of Emptiness installation detail). Photographer: Henry Trumble. 32



Jenna Lee
 
Jenna is a Gulumerridjin (Larrakia), Wardaman and KarraJarri Saltwater woman 
with mixed Japanese, Chinese, Filipino and Anglo Australia ancestry. Using 
art to explore her many overlapping identities, Jenna works across sculpture, 
installation, body adornment. With a practice focused on materiality and ancestral 
material culture, Jenna works with notions of the archive and histories of colonial 
collecting. Jenna was honoured to be the recipient of the Wandjuk Marika 3D 
Memorial Award at the Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Art Award (NATSIAA) and the Australia Council’s Dreaming Award. She has 
been a finalist in national awards, including the prestigious John Fries Award for 
emerging and early career artists and the KWM Contemporary First Nations Art 
Award. Jenna is represented by MARS Gallery in Naarm (Melbourne, Australia).
*Appointed 15 July 2021 

Fiona Mason 

Fiona is an experienced marketer and strategist whose most recent role was GM, 
Marketing, Communications & Fundraising at Dementia Australia after serving 
as a Board Director at the organisation for a period of five years. Fiona’s strategic 
planning and marketing expertise will support Craft in creating better customer 
driven strategies that reflect the purpose and values of the organisation as well 
as driving positive financial outcomes. A driving passion for the creative world 
ensures Fiona is an avid follower of the arts and craft scene. Currently, Fiona is 
Chair of the Blue-Sky Foundation supporting young adults challenged by their 
mental health. 

Dr Isobel Crombie  

Isobel began her career at the National Gallery of Australia in 1979 as a Curator 
of Photography. From 1988 - 2012 she was Senior Curator of Photography at 
the National Gallery of Victoria before being appointed to Assistant Director, 
Curatorial and Collection Management. Isobel was a vital member of all exhibition 
teams, including those for the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series. She is 
a highly regarded curator of Australian and international photography and has 
published widely on aspects of the medium. Her publications include Body 
Culture: Max Dupain, Photography and Australian Culture, 1919-1939 (2004); 
Petrina Hicks: Bleached Gothic (2019); and She Persists: Perspectives on Women 
in Art and Design (2019). Since her retirement in 2019, she has continued to 
publish and is a member of various boards, including the Centre for Contemporary 
Photography and the MGA Acquisition Committee (External Advisor).

Sim Luttin  

Sim is an arts professional and a mid-career maker with 20 years’ experience as a 
contemporary jeweller and craftsperson. Sim has also worked for 10 years in the 
Senior Leadership Team as Curator and Gallery Manager at Arts Project Australia, 
a distinguished not-for-profit arts and disability organisation based in Melbourne. 
She has extensive experience representing marginalised artists to assist them to 
navigate and be recognised within the cultural sector. Sim regularly collaborates 
with diverse arts professionals and organisations to produce, manage and realise 
complex creative projects including exhibitions, events, symposiums, fundraisers, 
marketing and publication initiatives. Sim holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts (RMIT), 
Masters of Fine Art (Indiana University), Metals Associateship (JamFactory: 
Contemporary Craft & Design) and a Graduate Diploma in Arts Management 
(UniSA). She exhibits nationally and internationally and is represented by Pieces of 
Eight, Melbourne and Charon Kransen Arts, New York. 
*Resigned 22 February 2021 

Jeremy Wortsman  

Jeremy is the founder and director of The Jacky Winter Group and its associated 
gallery space, Lamington Drive. With offices in both Melbourne and New York, 
he has overseen thousands of successful commissions for clients such as 
Apple, Google and The New Yorker to some of the world’s leading advertising 
agencies, design studios, and publishers. Prior to Jacky Winter, he co-founded the 
design practice Chase & Galley which emerged from his work having previously 
established the publication ‘Is Not Magazine’, winner of the Inaugural Premier’s 
Design Awards. He is also the host of the Melbourne chapter of Creative Mornings, 
a founding member of The Contemplary, and manages the Artist-in-Residency 
program for Jacky Winter Gardens. Jeremy is passionate about the intersection 
of art and commerce, and thrives on connecting talented people with commercial 
opportunities.
*Resigned 22 September 2021

Alexandra Hirst Bricks 1 2021, cast glass. Photographer: Pippy Mount.33



Craft Victoria Maker Showcase. Photographer: Henry Trumble.34



Craft Victoria is supported 
by the Victorian Government 
through Creative Victoria. 
Craft Victoria is assisted by 
the Visual Arts and Craft 
Strategy, an initiative of the  
Australian, State and 
Territory Governments. 

2021 Supporting Partners 

We thank the Minister for 
Creative Industries
Danny Pearson MP, Creative 
Victoria, the Australia
Council for the Arts and the 
City of Melbourne for their
ongoing support. 

Craft Victoria is also assisted 
by the Australian Government 
through the Australia Council, 
its arts funding and advisory 
body.

Government Partners 

Craft Victoria respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the 
place now called Victoria, and all First Peoples living and working on this 
land. We celebrate the history and contemporary creativity of the world’s 
oldest living culture and pay our respects to their Elders past, present  
and emerging.

L-R: Terunobu Hirata, Drew Spangenberg, Vanessa Lucas.
Styling and photography: Stephanie Somebody and Lauren Bamford. 35


