
DANCE URBAN 
/Susan  Robey

PAVILION, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired to 1220 deg C 
29 x 23 x 14 cm
Photographer: Henry Trumble



DANCE URBAN  |  Susan Robey

The perception of architecture is dependent on 
movement: that of the viewer in and around the 
inert elements that enclose space and create form. 
It is through the treatment of surface and design of 
structure using rhythm, repetition, scale and other 
devices, the illusion of motion is created.

The exhibition, Dance Urban, presents a new body of 
ceramic sculpture by Susan Robey that extends her 
exploration of movement in architecture to create the 
illusion of gesture and personality.

Experimenting and working with paper clay allows 
Robey to push the structural limits of hand building. 
Robey mitres and manipulates paper-thin cast clay 
slabs to construct strangely hybrid objects balancing on 
a cluster of thin clay columns. Surface textures are used 
that contribute to a sense of liveliness and rhythm in 
the external envelope of each work.

The objects are light to lift but have the solidity of 
buildings. Unlike buildings, these fragile, oddly balanced 
objects seem alive and mobile but are perhaps about 
to stumble or disintegrate. Unlike buildings, they are 
enclosed although openings in the thin exterior walls 
suggest a hollow, air-filled interior space.

They are architectural creatures that scuttle, sneak and 
otherwise communicate and conspire with each other 
to form an interconnected choreography.

The works dance on the edge of life. 

With a background in architecture, Melbourne-based 
ceramic artist, Susan Robey, hand-builds ceramic 
objects that reflect her depth of interest in architectural 
spatial ideas, materials and techniques. Working with 
paperclay, Robey draws on architectural processes 
and the distinctive material capabilities of clay to make 
works with the fragility of paper but the solidity of 
buildings.

Robey recently participated in a two-year touring 
exhibition in the US – Particle and Wave: Paperclay 
Illuminated, an international invitation ceramic 
exhibition showcasing her unique experimental 
approach. In 2005 Robey was awarded the Australia 
Council Residency in Rome and has been awarded an 
Artist’s Residency at The Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural 
Park in Japan in 2022.

Robey has held two solo exhibitions at Craft Victoria, 
Palimpsest (2003) and Inhabit (2011). Her work 
has been selected as a finalist in many national and 
international ceramic competitions including The 
International Competition for Contemporary Ceramic 
Art, Faenza, Italy; The Taiwan Ceramics Biennale 
International Competition, Taipei, Taiwan; and The 
International Ceramics Competition, Mino, Japan. 
Robey is represented in national public collections, and 
private collections in Australia, Japan, United Kingdom 
and New Zealand.
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CHAMFER  (detail), 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired to 1220 deg C 
23 x 13 x 12 cm 
Photographer: Henry Trumble



Price List 

6. TOWER FACET, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired 
to 1220 deg C 
30.5 x 18 x 11 cm 
$1,400

3. APSE, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired 
to 1220 deg C 
26 x 19 x 15 cm 
$1,250

1. NOTCH, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay 
fired to 1220 deg C  
23 x 23 x 12 cm 
$1,350

Photographer: Henry Trumble

4. PAVILION, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired 
to 1220 deg C 
29 x 23 x 14 cm  
$1,350

2. BEVEL, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay fired 
to 1220 deg C 
25.5 x 23 x 12 cm 
$1,400

7. CHAMFER, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay 
fired to 1220 deg C 
23 x 13 x 12 cm 
$1,300

5. TOWER ROUND, 2021 
hand-built ceramic paperclay 
fired to 1220 deg C 
31.5 x 12 x 11 cm 
$1,450

https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-facet
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-notch-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/products/susan-robey-apse-2021?_pos=1&_sid=15d942ed6&_ss=r
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-pavilion-2021
https://craft.org.au/whats-on/all-events/dance-urban/
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2022
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-bevel-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-round-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-round-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-round-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-round-2021
https://shop.craft.org.au/collections/new-arrivals/products/susan-robey-tower-round-2021


Craft Victoria respectfully 
acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the place now called 
Victoria, and all First Peoples 
living and working on this 
land. We celebrate the history 
and contemporary creativity 
of the world’s oldest living 
culture and pay our respects to 
their Elders past, present and 
emerging.

Craft Victoria is supported by the 
Victorian Government through 
Creative Victoria. Craft Victoria 
is assisted by the Visual Arts and 
Craft Strategy, an initiative of the 
Australian, State and Territory 
Governments. Craft Victoria is 
also assisted by the Australian 
Government through the 
Australia Council, its arts funding 
and advisory body.

CRAFT VICTORIA 
Watson Place 
(off Flinders Lane) 
Melbourne VIC 3000
9650 7775
craft.org.au

HOURS
Tuesday to Friday, 11am-4pm
Saturday, 11am-4pm
Closed Monday, Sunday  
& public holidays 
subject to COVID-19 health 
guidelines


